
Startup 
Intellectual Property
THE MAIN WAYS TO PROTECT  
YOUR INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

Design 

Rights



DEFINITION
Design Rights are territorial Intellectual Property Rights that 
protect the exterior design of a product or part of a product.  
For a design to be protectable, it must be:
—> Novel
—> Individual in character
(in the U.S.A. Design Patents are used for a similar purpose).

WHAT IS PROTECTED? 
Products or parts of products that are characterised, in  
particular, by:
—> The arrangement of lines, surfaces or contours
—> Colours
—> Materials
Protection is independent of the dimensions of the product  
(e.g. nano designs are covered).

Startup Intellectual Property
Design

1/3

WHAT IS NOT PROTECTED? 
The method of production, the benefits, and the 
realisation of any related technical function are not 
protected.

SUMMARY OF HOW IT WORKS
In most countries, you must file the Design with the 
Intellectual Property Office. The registration must indicate 
the address of the right owner and attach a high quality 
reproduction (e.g. a photograph) of the design. Some 
countries might also require a description of the design 
in words.



HOW LONG DOES IT LAST? 
5 years, renewable 4 times up to a maximum of 25 years 
after the filing date.

WHAT DOES IT COST? 
It costs about 250 USD to register a Design Right (or Design 
Patent) in most countries.  
In addition to this cost will be the cost of producing any 
photographs or other materials to support your claim. 

WHAT OTHER CONSIDERATIONS ARE THERE? 
The low cost of preparing and filing a Design Right makes it an 
attractive form of protection and, in most countries, you may 
even get a discount for applying for multiple designs in one 
application. However, experts often consider Design Rights to 
be a weak form of protection because it can be very difficult to 
prove that another design is a copy.
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HOW LONG DOES IT TAKE TO PREPARE AN 
APPLICATION? 
Days to months, depending on whether your 
design is already prepared.

HOW LONG DOES IT TAKE FOR THE 
APPLICATION TO BE GRANTED? 
Less than 1 week for a national application, longer for 
additional international filings.

SIGNS/NOTATION 
“mod. dep.” (use is optional)
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ADVANTAGES
Cheap and rapid, gives you a monopoly over the use of your 
design for up to 25 years. Can be a valuable asset, which 
may also help attract investors.

THINGS TO WATCH OUT FOR
—> Design rights are seen by many experts in Intellectual 
Property as weak rights because it can be very difficult to 
prove that another design is a copy. Famous cases involving 
companies such as Apple and Samsung have cost many 
hundreds of millions of USD to resolve
—> Although design applications are inexpensive compared to 
patent costs, defending infringements on your Design Rights 
in multiple countries can be costly, so you should only file if 
the revenues you expect to generate are worthwhile and you 
can afford to defend any infringements


